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OUR MISSION  
Susila Dharma Australia Incorporated is the charitable wing of Subud Australia and is 

affiliated with Susila Dharma International Association. Our mission is the relief of human 
suffering and the promotion of just and sustainable development. 

 
 
 
 

OUR HISTORY 
Officially registered as an Australian charity with the Australian Charities and Not For Profit 
Commission (ACNC) in December 2012, Susila Dharma Australia had been operating in 
Australia prior to this, being the philanthropic wing of the spiritual association of Subud..  

 
Our roots began from Susila Dharma International Association (SDIA), which started in 1968, 
and officially registered as a non-profit organisation in USA in 1994. SDIA itself is a network of 
over SD national organisations and affiliate member projects from over 20 countries. SDIA has 
consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). SDIA is also affiliated with the UN Department of 
Public Information, NGO Section, and operates from Canada. Susila Dharma Australia is a 

voting and financial member of SDIA.  
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SECTION 1 GOVERNANCE 

 

OUR TEAM 
 
Committee members 
 

 
 

 
Latimah Jones 
Chairperson 

January 2017 - current 

Lucinda Young 
Secretary 

January 2017 - current 

Mardiah Simpson 
Treasurer  

January 2017 - current 
 
 
STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT 
 
Susila Dharma Australia is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).  
 
The committee meets every month via Skype conference call, where we discuss finances, current projects and 
other relevant business. Minutes and relevant documents are shared on our secure Google Drive.  
 
The committee has the powers to act independently within the purposes and aims of our organisation and our 
Constitution, however we aim to discuss major projects with our voting members which consists of the 
committee and the voting members of the Council of Subud Australia.  
 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 

Latimah Jones  
 
 
This was a very exciting year for Susila Dharma, as we had a completely new committee and the main roles 
of treasurer and secretary have been filled for the first time in a long while. We have been endeavouring to 
meet regularly on a monthly basis so we can continue moving forward as an organisation and meet the 
needs of our members and the vision of our organisation.  
 
The overarching goal for this year has been to make steps to be a more active service provider in the 
Australian community, and through this, to achieve our vision of serving humanity and also become a 
recognised and reputable charity within the wider Australian public. We have sought to achieve this through 
several means, including the modernisation of our Constitution and ultimately the recognition of our 
organisation as having tax deductible gift status with the Australian Tax Office; formalisation of our records, 
especially with regards to finances and general reporting; and developing projects that have a positive 
impact within the Australian community.  
 
Constitution  
 
The previous committee began the process of updating our Constitution to ensure relevance to our 
organisation in the current day. It has not been updated for many years, and the way we govern ourselves 
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now and for many years thus far, we have not been strictly following it on some points. Our Statement of 
Purposes as detailed in the current document is out of date and requires updating.  
 
It is also unclear if the Constitution goes into adequate detail about aspects which are required by law, such 
as proceedings regarding discipline of members and mediation of disputes. One of our ultimate goals is to 
achieve gift deductible recipient (GDR) status, and before applying for this we are required to have certain 
details in our Constitution regarding the management of funds and assets if the organisation were to wind 
up. Hence, rather than update the current Constitution, we have chosen to model a completely revised 
Constitution on the “model rules” provided by Consumer Affairs Victoria, the organisation with whom we are 
a registered entity, to ensure we meet our legal obligations with regards to our governance.  
 
Another detail is the proposal to change our financial year from the calendar year to the tax year (1st July - 
30th June) to aid with reporting if we are successful in applying for gift deductible recipient status. This will 
impact on the timing of our Annual General Meeting, which by law must be held within 5 months after the 
conclusion of the financial year, and so will be unable to be held during the Subud Australia National 
Congress as is traditional. We foresee that if it is approved to change our financial year, the AGM will need 
to occur during the Mid Year Council Meeting with non-voting members invited to attend via Skype if unable 
to attend in person, and a general meeting held during Congress as an update for the general membership 
and to invite members to consider nominating for committee roles in the following AGM. This will also allow 
for a period of “shadowing” and adequate handover of 6 months between the congress and the AGM.  
 
We discussed the first draft of the revised Constitution at the Special General Meeting on 9th July 2017 and 
will propose to accept the second draft at the Special General Meeting on 7th January 2018.  
 
 
Fundraising Event “The Night Out For Good” 
 
On 8th July we held our inaugural fundraising gala called “The Night Out For Good” which served to raise 
funds and awareness of a local South Australian charity Zahra Foundation Australia which provides 
services and education to victims of domestic violence. This event was well attended by Subud members, 
the public, as well as by notable individuals South Australian Premier Hon Jay Weatherill MP, other 
members of the Office of the Premier, as well as representatives of Zahra Foundation Australia.  
 
Ticket prices covered food, drink and entertainment as well as a donation to the foundation. There was also 
a raffle which raised over $1000. The overall donation to Zahra Foundation Australia was $1932.53  
 
Although a challenge to organise, it was a worthwhile and enjoyable event and assisted in not only assisting 
an important local charity and worthwhile cause, it has helped raise the profile of our organisation as well as 
providing us with experience in managing a large fundraising event.  
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Top image: Chairperson Latimah Jones addressing the congregation.  
Below image: South Australian Premier Hon Jay Weatherill MP and Zahra Foundation Australia co-founders 

Arman and Atena Abrahimzadeh with Susila Dharma Australia chairperson Latimah Jones and husband 
Ronald Jones, Subud Australia chairperson Kenneth Collette and Subud Australia member Melinda Selleck  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Annual Report 2017 Susila Dharma Australia Incorporated 5 



 
Scholarship for Ratri Aliffandinata  
 
For over 1 year now, our members have been generously providing a 
scholarship to a student “Ratri Alif” who is studying teaching with a major in 
physics, at the University of Palangka Raya. He is currently in his 3rd year 
and is intending on completing his studies in mid-2019. The stipend of 
$150pm provides for his living costs. His tuition fees are currently being 
covered by an academic scholarship through the university. Ratri Alif has 
been progressing well with his studies and his family send their thanks and 
appreciation to our members for their generosity.  

 
This year one of our major donors for this scholarship was unable to continue 
their financial support, and much of the total amount is now being paid for by 
our general donation fund.  
 
 
Proposed Refugee Scholarship  
 
We are in the process of developing a refugee scholarship program which is planned for launch in 2018. 
This is aimed at individuals from a refugee background, as evidenced by being current or previous 
recipients of a permanent or temporary refugee or asylum seeker visa, who are enrolled to study at a 
tertiary level. During its first year we will offer one successful applicant the stipend $2500, paid in two 
installments over the course of the year. It will be advertised primarily through institutions which provide 
support and services to refugees. A scholarship committee will review applications and the scholarship 
process with the aim to assess the impact and success of the program.  

 
Support of Susila Dharma International Association Projects  
 
Our members have generously supported a number of projects of Susila Dharma International Association, 
including: 
 
● Yayasan Permakultur Kalimantan (YPK) 

YPK provides permaculture and sustainable land management education and training to communities 
in Central Kalimantan to support sustainable livelihoods, increase food security and conserve the 
natural environment in the region. SDA members prior to their relocation to Indonesia, Frederika and 
Jayadi Paembonan manage the organisation.  
 

● Anisha emergency fodder appeal  
Anisha works with small scale farmers in a remote area of South India to increase household food 
security by promoting organic farming practices and encouraging the establishment of home kitchen 
gardens. Since 2006, Anisha has helped over 400 landless farm workers to start home kitchen 
gardens. This year the region suffered a severe drought which put the health of hundreds of cattle, 
which are a source of livelihood for many farmers, at risk. Our donation assisted in the purchase of 
emergency fodder which saved the lives of over 300 cattle, and the livelihoods of over 30 farmers.  
 

● Mexico earthquake appeal  
Earlier this year, central Mexico was rocked by an earthquake, 7.1 on the richter scale. Through 
donations such as from our members, Susila Dharma Mexico assisted in the recovery process by 
focusing on providing emergency relief to those in small towns who were not being easily reached by 
the national and international relief effort.  
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SDIA Code of Conduct  
 
The Code of Conduct was passed at the 2017 Susila Dharma International Association AGM. The adoption 
of the code signals a step towards the SDIA goal of becoming an NGO capable of attracting more external 
funding for the important work of them and their members, as demonstrating that we all work to an agreed 
standard of conduct we also increase stakeholder trust by enhancing our transparency and accountability, 
and increase our chances of success in the arena of not for profit organisations. Susila Dharma Australia 
has agreed to and signed the Code of Conduct.  

  

OUR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES FOR 2018 

 
Constitution  
 
Depending on the outcome of the Special General Meeting to discuss the proposed revised Constitution, 
we will submit our application to the Registrar to accept the revised Constitution, or continue to make 
changes to the draft Constitution if the proposal is not passed.  
 
Gift Deductible Recipient (GDR) Status  
 
Ultimately, the aim is to apply for Gift Deductible Recipient Status. For us to do this, first we must include 
specific details within our Constitution about the management of funds in the event of the organisation 
winding up. Secondly, we must ensure that our organisation falls within a DGR category. There are only 
certain categories of charities registered with the ACNC (Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits 
Commission) which are eligible for DGR status. We currently hold the subtypes: advancing health; 
advancing social or public welfare; and, promoting or protecting human rights.  
 
Our aim is to be endorsed with DGR status as a whole, and to do this we must apply to be recognised as a 
“public benevolent institution”. We must show that we have “benevolent relief as our main purpose, and that 
relief is provided to people in need”. If we are successful in our application to be recognised as this charity 
subclass, and the revised Constitution is accepted, we can then apply to the Australian Tax Office to be 
endorsed with DGR status.  
 
Refugee Scholarship  
 
We are intending to open up applications for our refugee scholarship in 2018, if we have the support of 
members to do so at the AGM. The scholarship will be offered to one successful applicant.  
 
Other Activities  
 
Our support of SDIA will continue, as a voting and financial member. We will continue to channel members’ 
earmarked donations to recognised SDIA projects. The scholarship for Ratri Alif will also continue in 2018.  
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SECTION 2 OUR FINANCES 

 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Mardiah Simpson  
 
 
Income:  
● General donations = $2,845.00  
● Earmarked donations for charitable purposes (SDIA and local projects, scholarships) = $12,245 

(not including donations and income for The Night Out For Good event) 
● Fundraising = $1,749.15 

 
Expenditure 
● Operating expenditure = $588.36 
● Expenditure for charitable purposes (donations, scholarships) = $14,500 

(excluding donation to Zahra Foundation Australia) 
 

Susila Dharma Australia has facilitated donations for:  
● Yayasan Permakultur Kalimantan  
● Scholarship for Ratri Alif attending university in Kalimantan 
● Scholarships for 2 students attending BCU School in Kalimantan:  

○ Shila  
○ Aliyani  

● Anisha emergency fodder appeal  
● Hutt Street homeless service (Adelaide), through the purchase and donation of thermal winter clothes 
● Zahra Foundation Australia  
● Susila Dharma Mexico for the Mexico earthquake relief appeal  
● Susila Dharma International Association  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
 

Susila Dharma Australia Incorporated  
ABN 76 885 338 931 Reg. No. A0019511N  
  
FINANCIAL YEAR 1ST JANUARY - 31ST 
DECEMBER 2017    
    
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD AS OF 01/01/17 $1,679.05  
(including donations for YPK $625 received in 
2016 paid 4/1/17)    
(including donations for Ratri Ali $150 received in 
2016 paid 4/1/17)    
(including donation for Aliyani $210 received 
2016 paid 4/1/17)    
    
INCOME    
General donations  $2,845.00  
Fundraising at 2017 Adelaide Congress    

Painting auction $140.00   
Cake stall $1,529.15   

Mug Auction $80.00 $1,749.15  
  $4,594.15  
Earmarked donations    
Scholarship for Ratri Alif at University of 
Palangka Raya  $1,350.00  
Yayasan Permakulture Kalimantan  $1,405.00  
Scholarship for Shila at BCU school  $2,000.00  
Scholarship for Aliyani at BCU school  $820.00  
Scholarship for Aliyani at BCU school (received 
Dec 2017 - to be paid in 2018)  $270.00  
Anisha (India) emergency fodder appeal  $5,800.00  
Thermal clothes for the homeless (Hutt Street, 
Adelaide)  $600.00  
The Night Out for Good fundraising event    

Subud Australia  $1,000.00  
Sponsorship by Cash Harvest  $350.00  

Private sponsorship  $2,640.03  
Ticket sales  $6,210.00  

Private donations for Zahra Foundation Australia  $165.00  
Raffle  $1,120.00  

  $23,730.03  
    
TOTAL INCOME  $28,324.18  
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EXPENSES    
General funds    
Scholarship for Ratri Alif (as of July 2017)  $450.00  
SDA donation to Mexico earthquake appeal  $600.00  
SDIA (paid 7/01/17)  $109.53  
SDIA contribution per year 2017 =CAD$500    
SDIA membership for 2017 = CAD$50  $593.06  
CAV annual fee  $55.80  
Website maintenance  $178.50  
Bank charges  $99.00  
Music licence fee (for Zahra event)  $82.50  
  $2,168.39  
    
The Night Out For Good fundraising event    
The Night Out For Good fundraising event - 
expenses    

From SDA general funds  $613.50  
From event sponsorship and ticket sales  $9,075.10  

Donation to Zahra Foundation Australia  $1,932.53  
  $11,621.13  
    
Earmarked donations    
Scholarship for Ratri Alif at University of 
Palangka Raya  $1,500.00 

including $150 received 
2016 paid 4/1/17 

Yayasan Permakultur Kalimantan 2017  $2,030.00 
including $625 received 
2016 paid 4/1/17 

Scholarship for Shila at BCU school  $2,000.00  
Scholarship for Aliyani at BCU school  $1,020.00  
Anisha (India) emergency fodder appeal  $5,800.00  
Thermal clothes for the homeless (Hutt Street)  $600.00  
  $12,950.00  
    
TOTAL EXPENSES  $26,739.52  
    
Surplus  $1,584.66  
less Scholarship for Aliyani at BCU school to 
be paid in 2018  -$270.00  
ACTUAL SURPLUS  $1,314.66  
    
BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD AS OF 
31/12/17  $3,263.71  
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SECTION 3 OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS & THANK YOU 
 

To all those who have made financial contributions to Susila Dharma Australia, thank you. All the work 
we are able to do is able to be achieved through your generous donations. We greatly appreciate 
donations of any amount, which help us towards achieving our aim of serving humanity and relieving 
human suffering.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated their time to support the work of Susila Dharma Australia.  
 
Donors 
Alexander Day 
Aliah Hamalis 
Arif and Hameedah Matthee 
Dahlan and Mardiah Simpson 
David Ohri 
Faizel Achmat 
Helen Johnson 
Iliana Jacobs 
Joy Odou 
Juana Jansse  
Mariamah Vernon 
Michael Lonergan 
Mursalin and Marianni New 

Petrus Brenters 
Raghbir Gill 
Rashidah MacDonald 
Reyna Hadley 
Ronald and Latimah Jones 
Salamah Pope 
Sebastian and Marianne Nicholas 
Sofia Blake 
Subud Adelaide  
Subud Adelaide Central 
Subud Perth 
Subud Sunshine Coast 
Subud Templestowe 

 
Thank you also to those who have made anonymous donations, and to all who attended The Night Out 
For Good fundraising event. 
 
Grants and funding 
Cash Harvest 
Subud Australia  

 
 
 
HOW TO MAKE A DONATION 
 

Account name: Susila Dharma Australia Inc 
BSB: 064 014 
Account number: 1005 7242 
 

 

CONTACT US 
 
Email: sdchair@sdaustralia.org  
Website: www.sdaustralia.org  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/susiladharmaaustralia/  
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